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PADIGESED TEXT OF wHITL dOUSE RELEASE
oM OXCART BURFACING
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The Yhite House ansnounces the sucoassivl developeont 1
of o supersonic aireraft whose perfortasce far exceowds
thut of any other airplane in the world.

ropsive Press caks

i ke SNY

Regent press Rcoounts have muggested the dovelopment
ef & secret supersonic aircrali whose performance far
exomeds that of apy other aircersit it the worid, which
the shits House mow wishes to clarify.

3. Crash ox vorced lauding

4 recent sirplame crasb ov iorced landing has eklied
sablic attention to the dovolopment of a secret supersonic
pircrait whose performanca Iar exceeds thal of auy other
airceaft in the world.

The capskility to comduct asrial revoaRsingance LHas
proved of vital importance to the United States and the
ree Gorld op maRy occasiens., ifvos 1957 onward the
Progident's Foreigo Intelligesce sdvisery Soard and the
Botionsl Seourity Council urged that a high periovmance
gucoesser to the U2 be developsd., The provicus aduinis.
tration charged the CIA with the developasut of & ¥Mach thyes
girplane in 1956, This decision was reviewed by the prosent
ndninistration in 1961 e the progras contimued on a Bigh
pricrity bapis. Approprigte mompbers of the Senate and
foume buve boen Rept fully fufersed on this progran alince
its inceptlion.

The atirorait hag been sucocssiully develepsd by tbe
£54 and begea ite flight test progran ik the gpring of
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1662, The sirplase was designed and built by the lockheed
Adreraft Company group usder kr. €. L. Jobpwon. The J-88
Jot esgines wers develeped by the Pratt and Whitwey Alrcralt
Divigion of the United Airavart Corporation., This airplane
hse flown at more than three times the speed of seund and

sucvensinlly solved the cuvormous technloxl problems ussociated

with such Tlight.

The CIA airplanes have mot been flown outside the
United States. However, they do provide the United States
Govermeont with an iwportant latent capablility to examine
promptly crisis situstions which endanger world peace,
suchk as that created is Cubs ons yedr aygo.

A the Cli development proceeded, it was recoguized
that it provided a techmilcal base from which & nusber of
wilitary secnivessats sstablisbed by the JUB conid be met
soongr than was origisslly oxpected. These reguiresents
iscinds both strategic amd tacticsl recoiuaissancse, &S
well as long range imterception. The Alr Force hes
inttinted & program aimed at procurement of similar air.
craft which will degis to appear at noveal militsry
airticlde io 1844 and 1865,

The dovelopment of this vressriable Hach thyree slrplavs
hos croated an entirely pew mamped aircraft technelogy
ahich can sow be turned to other usmes, The Jdevelopment of
& supersonic trassport will benefit greatly from the lessons
leerned in this progess, especialliy in its use of titaplux
to solve the high speed beating problem. Arrangesents are
being wede to make this and other impurisnt teehnieal
developments svailable, uader apgropriste safsguards, to
8ll eontrsctors who are competing for the S5T program.

The detnailed performavce of the Uli mirplane will resmain
gtrictly classifled and mo furthor statssents will be lssued
on this matter.

PROBABLE QUESTIONS

1. %3111 the CIi airplane be wsed to overfly the soviet
tnion?

{a) The vtilizstion of thisg airuevaflt will dupend
an the threat to world pesce which exists and
the contribation that prompt examinstion cen
muke tO eliminating that thaeeat or uncertaiaty.
It will be uscd only upou ay suthority.
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ek you concelive of a4 situstion ia vhich you might
uwe this sirplane?

{») I sov aothing to Be gained by crossing sech
bridgos before we come to thow,

fow many sirplspes does or will the lA haveY

{a) That is clameified informatiove and will ast

van you tell we bow fer ocf how higbh this zirplians
can fiy?

{(a) The precodisg statemcnt gives the oply performance
information which ie being declassified at this
fdwa,

o you oxpect to sake further roivnses o this subject
or will there be a public displayy

{a) Wz, thore will aot,

dor sany alreraft of this tyse will the Adr Foree
e lgnr: i

{2} That also i® cleameiiied af this time, but they
'aa& 1l probably Buy siznificantly aore {han the
i utilizes,

sowem the Six Fowge plaa to dovelop s luag raage
intercepior version’

{a) Yes, we do plamn 1o use this airplase am a
model for a leasg rasge interceptor. 48 &
sntier of fact, stepe have beun taken to
insure that some of the sateting alr-toeaiy
radars be sodified fov iostallation i thie
aivplane, ¥e are going to walt ustil sil the
temte bave beoen made and until 4% is clearly
dueternined what is the over.all usefulacsg or
this sirzernft,

ek this alrcraft be considersd (o e o replacsoment
ipr the cancelled 5-T0 mircrafty
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(a) Ho, wot in all categories, altbough it does
utilive similar aveas of technology.

8. ¥bhy wae the CIA sslected to develop this sirplane?

{a) For the mame reason it was selected to
develop the U2,

16, Why was the TFX contrmct let at & time when this new
aircraft wvas salveady in an advanced stage of develop~
ment, and actually flying?

{a) Zach aircraft ia the military inventory fs desigped

to neat a differeat sot of requirenents; that is
ocbviously tree in thie case.
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